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When you gamble with kingdoms, all bets are off. Legends are born in this thrilling and When you gamble with kingdoms, all bets are off. Legends are born in this thrilling and New York TimesNew York Times bestselling bestselling

spy saga from the fantasy author who is legend herself: Tamora Pierce.spy saga from the fantasy author who is legend herself: Tamora Pierce.

Aly is from a family known for great deeds. She is the daughter of Alanna, the famed knight and King’s Champion of

Tortall. But even though she is bold and brave, like her mother, her true talents lie on her father’s side, in the art of

spying.

 

When Aly is captured by pirates and sold as a slave to an exiled royal family in the faraway Copper Isles, she strikes a

bargain with the trickster god. If she can keep young noblewomen Sarai and Dove safe for the summer, then he will

return Aly to her family. The task should be simple, but Sarai and Dove are anything but. It’s a time of murderous

plotting at court, and Aly will need to rely on her training and the insights of a strange young man named Nawat to

survive in a world where trust can cost you your life.

 

“Tamora Pierce’s books shaped me not only as a young writer but also as a young woman. She is a pillar, an icon, and

an inspiration. Cracking open one of her marvelous novels always feels like coming home.”

—SARAH J. MAASSARAH J. MAAS, #1 New York Times bestselling author

 

“Tamora Pierce didn’t just blaze a trail. Her heroines cut a swath through the fantasy world with wit, strength, and

savvy. Her stories still lead the vanguard today. Pierce is the real lioness, and we’re all just running to keep pace.”

—LEIGH BARDUGOLEIGH BARDUGO, #1 New York Times bestselling author
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To the great joy of her many fans, Tamora Pierce with this book begins a new saga of Tortall to add to The Song of the

Lioness Quartet, the Immortals Quartet, and The Protector of the Small tetralogy. At the center of each of these

books is always a strong and resourceful young woman who masters the arts of swordplay and knightly warfare in

the magical medieval country of Tortall. Alianne, or Aly, daughter of the warrior queen Alanna the Lioness, has all

these skills, but also a delicious sense of humor, which serves her well when she is chosen by the trickster god

Kyprioth to serve as his secret agent and a slave for a year in the embattled Copper Isles. There the dark-skinned

natives, or raka, have been conquered and crushed by the laurin, light-skinned people from the mainland. The

burning raka resentment is fueled by prophecies of a twice royal queen who will free them, aided by the "wise one,

the cunning one, the strong one, the warrior, and the crows." Just how each of the colorful characters and Aly herself

fit into this prophecy and Kyprioth’s tricky plan keeps readers guessing. Aly plots to show her skill at spying as she

flirts with the god and is courted by Nawat, a crow transformed into a handsome young man, who is puzzled when

she rejects his attempts to mate-feed her with grubs and ants.

The pages of this long but fast-paced adventure zip by, enlivened by intrigue, skirmishes, comedy, romance, and lots

of dramatic clothes. (Ages 10 to 14) --Patty Campbell
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