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The movie The movie The Zookeeper’s WifeThe Zookeeper’s Wife, based on the , based on the New York TimesNew York Times bestselling book, opens March 2017. bestselling book, opens March 2017.

1939: the Germans have invaded Poland. The keepers of the Warsaw zoo, Jan and Antonina Zabinski, survive the

bombardment of the city, only to see the occupiers ruthlessly kill many of their animals. The Nazis then carry off the

prized specimens to Berlin for their program to create the “purest” breeds, much as they saw themselves as the

purest human race. Opposed to all the Nazis represented, the Zabinskis risked their lives by hiding Jews in the now-

empty animal cages, saving as many as three hundred people from extermination. Acclaimed, best-selling author

Diane Ackerman, fascinated both by the Zabinskis’ courage and by Antonina’s incredible sensitivity to all living

beings, tells a moving and dramatic story of the power of empathy and the strength of love.

A Focus Features release, it is directed by Niki Caro, written by Angela Workman.

8 pages of illustrations

Amazon.com ReviewAmazon.com Review

Amazon Significant Seven, September 2007Amazon Significant Seven, September 2007: On the heels of Alan Weisman's The World Without Us I picked up

Diane Ackerman's The Zookeeper’s Wife. Both books take you to Poland's forest primeval, the Bialowieza, and paint

a richly textured portrait of a natural world that few of us would recognize. The similarities end there, however, as

Ackerman explores how that sense of natural order imploded under the Nazi occupation of Poland. Jan and
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Antonina Zabiniski--keepers of the Warsaw Zoo who sheltered Jews from the Warsaw ghetto--serve as Ackerman's

lens to this moment in time, and she weaves their experiences and reflections so seamlessly into the story that it

would be easy to read the book as Antonina's own miraculous memoir. Jan and Antonina's passion for life in all its

diversity illustrates ever more powerfully just how narrow the Nazi worldview was, and what tragedy it wreaked.

The Zookeeper’s Wife is a powerful testament to their courage and--like Irene Nemirovsky's Suite Francaise--brings

this period of European history into intimate view. --Anne Bartholomew
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