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A thousand years of legal protections against tyranny are being stolen right before our eyes. Under the guise of good

intentions, personal liberties as old as the Magna Carta have become casualties in the wars being waged on pollution,

drugs, white-collar crime, and all of the other real and imagined social ills. The result: innocent people caught up in a

bureaucratic web that destroys lives and livelihoods; businesses shuttered because of victimless infractions; a justice

system that values coerced pleas over the search for truth; bullying police agencies empowered to confiscate

property without due process. 

"A devastating indictment of our current system of justice." — Milton Friedman

In this provocative book, Paul Craig Roberts and Lawrence M. Stratton show how the law, which once shielded us

from the government, has now become a powerful weapon in the hands of overzealous prosecutors and bureaucrats.

Lost is the foundation upon which our freedom rest—the intricate framework of Constitutional limits that protect

our property, our liberty, and our lives. Roberts and Stratton convincingly argue that this abuse of government

power doesn't have ideological boundaries. Indeed, conservatives and liberals alike use prosecutors, regulators, and

courts to chase after their own favorite "devils," to seek punishment over justice and expediency over freedom. The

authors present harrowing accounts of people both rich and poor, of CEOs and blue-collar workers who have fallen

victim to the tyranny of good intentions, who have lost possessions, careers, loved ones, and sometimes even their

lives. 

This book is a sobering wake-up call to reclaim that which is rightly ours—liberty protected by the rule of law.
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From the Hardcover edition.
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The authors of The New Color Line return with another libertarian polemic, this time taking aim at a justice system

that has lost sight of its most important goals. Paul Craig Roberts and Lawrence M. Stratton warn of a "police state

that is creeping up on us from many directions." There's the war on drugs, which makes it possible for federal agents

to investigate people simply for carrying large amounts of cash. There's the crusade against white-collar crime, which

has turned the plea bargain into an enemy of the truth. And there's outright misconduct, abetted by prosecutors

more interested in compiling long lists of indictments than ensuring the fair treatment of all suspects. The Tyranny
of Good Intentions is replete with examples of how government treads on freedom through ill-willed prosecution

and faceless bureaucracy. The book's overpowering sense of disaffection sometimes leads to alarmist prose: "We the

People have vanished. Our place has been taken by wise men and anointed elites." The authors are swift to suggest

that America, barring "an intellectual rebirth," may yet go the way of "German Nazis and Soviet communists."

Yet The Tyranny of Good Intentions is nothing if not well intended; it is full of passion and always on the attack,

whether the writers are taking on racial quotas, wetland regulations, or any number of policies they find

objectionable. In a jacket blurb, libertarian icon Milton Friedman calls it "a devastating indictment of our current

system of justice." Roberts and Stratton, although right-leaning in many of their political sympathies, will probably

find plenty of fans on ACLU-left--and anybody who cringes at the thought of unbridled state power. If the road to

hell is indeed paved with good intentions, consider this book an atlas. --John J. Miller
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