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In September of 1884, Robert Louis Stevenson, then in his mid-thirties, moved with his family to Bournemouth, a

resort on the southern coast of England, where in the brief span of 23 months he revised A Child's Garden of Verses
and wrote the novels Kidnapped and The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.

An intriguing combination of fantast thriller and moral allegory, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
depicts the gripping struggle of two opposing personalities — one essentially good, the other evil — for the soul of

one man. Its tingling suspense and intelligent and sensitive portrayal of man's dual nature reveals Stevenson as a

writer of great skill and originality, whose power to terrify and move us remains, over a century later, undiminished.
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The young Robert Louis Stevenson suffered from repeated nightmares of living a double life, in which by day he

worked as a respectable doctor and by night he roamed the back alleys of old-town Edinburgh. In three days of

furious writing, he produced a story about his dream existence. His wife found it too gruesome, so he promptly

burned the manuscript. In another three days, he wrote it again. "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" was

published as a "shilling shocker" in 1886, and became an instant classic. In the first six months 40,000 copies were

sold. Queen Victoria read it. Sermons and editorials were written about it. When Stevenson and his family visited

America a year later, they were mobbed by reporters at the dock in New York City. Compulsively readable from its

opening pages, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is still one of the best tales ever written about the divided self.
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