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““Nathan Hill is a maestro.” —John Irving Nathan Hill is a maestro.” —John Irving 

It’s 2011, and Samuel Andresen-Anderson hasn’t seen his mother, Faye, in decades—not since she abandoned the

family when he was a boy. Now she’s reappeared, having committed an absurd crime that electrifies the nightly news

and inflames a politically divided country. The media paints Faye as a radical hippie with a sordid past, but as far as

Samuel knows, his mother was an ordinary girl who married her high-school sweetheart. Which version of his

mother is true? Two facts are certain: she’s facing some serious charges, and she needs Samuel’s help.

To save her, Samuel will have to embark on his own journey, uncovering long-buried secrets about the woman he

thought he knew, secrets that stretch across generations and have their origin all the way back in Norway, home of

the mysterious Nix. As he does so, Samuel will confront not only Faye’s losses but also his own lost love, and will

relearn everything he thought he knew about his mother, and himself.
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An Amazon Best Book of September 2016:An Amazon Best Book of September 2016: The Nix is a surprising novel that you didn’t know you were waiting for

until you start reading. At its center is Samuel Andresen-Anderson, a failed writer and increasingly apathetic college

professor, who gets a second chance at literary fame from the most unlikely source—the mother who abandoned him

as a child. The American public is up in arms about a rather absurd crime that Samuel’s mother committed against

an obnoxious politician. While Sam is shocked and surprised to learn the whereabouts of his estranged mother, he

also realizes it’s the chance of a lifetime to tap into the zeitgeist with some choice tidbits about her, if he can write it

before media A.D.D. sets in. But in order to write the book that will revive him, Samuel is forced to dig into her life,

and he discovers a completely different version of the woman he thought he knew; it turns out he’s not the only one

who’s life is carved out of traumatic events. Nathan Hill is incredibly perceptive, as in this, which I can’t stop

thinking about: “The things we love the most are the most disfiguring. Such is our greed for them.” Hill has created a

brilliant junction of mother-son saga and comic satire about our self-righteous and obsessive society. This is a big,

clever novel that wraps itself around you until you never want to leave. --Seira Wilson, The Amazon Book Review
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