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From Timothy Zahn, Hugo Award winner and New York Times bestselling author of two landmark Star Wars®

series, comes an  original new tale featuring a renegade space pilot, his unusual alien partner, and an unknown cargo

that can change the course of galactic history.

Jordan McKell has a problem with authority. Unfortunately for him, the iron-fisted authority of the powerful

Patthaaunutth controls virtually every aspect of galactic shipping. In order to survive, Jordan ekes out a living

dabbling in interstellar smuggling for outlaw concerns that represent the last vestiges of free trade in the galaxy. So

when Jordan and his partner, Ixil--an alien with two ferret-like "outhunters" linked to his neural system--are hired

by a mysterious gentleman to fly a ship and its special cargo to Earth, they jump at the job.

Caution has never been one of Jordan's strong suits. But this time he may have taken on more than even he can

handle. The ship, Icarus, turns out to be a ramshackle hulk, the ragtag crew literally picked up off the street, and the

cargo so secret, it's sealed in a special container that takes up most of the cramped and ill-designed ship. As if that

weren't bad enough, it looks like the authorities already suspect something is afoot, there's a saboteur aboard, and the

Icarus appears to be shaking apart at the seams.

It doesn't seem as if things could get any worse. That is, until a beautiful crew member helps McKell uncover the true

nature of the cargo he's carrying. With his enemies closing in on the lumbering Icarus, the unknown saboteur still

aboard, and authorities on Earth pressured to turn them in, McKell and Ixil become fugitives. Their only chance is to

stay one step ahead of their pursuers as they try to make it home.
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A bold and epic novel filled with unrelenting action and a good dose of humor, The Icarus HuntThe Icarus Hunt is a wild hyperspace

romp through the galaxy.
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Jordan McKell thinks he's pretty unlucky, but most of us would gladly trade places with him. He's a freelance star-

freighter captain who plies the hyperspace folds between worlds, trading exotic goods and meeting bizarre aliens.

His latest job, to pilot the Icarus and its sealed cargo to earth, seems simple enough, but it rapidly turns into a crisis of

interstellar proportions. The man who hired him goes missing, governments and the underworld alike put a price on

the Icarus and on McKell's head, and one of his crew is murdered. He'll need to call upon his wits, his courage, and

even a few tricks if he wants to survive.

Space opera veteran Timothy Zahn, a Hugo award winner and author of the bestselling Star Wars Thrawn trilogy,

brings us a tale that's as convoluted and complex as a hyperdrive motor. Although there's plenty of action both in

space and on the ground, The Icarus Hunt is primarily a murder mystery. Chapter by chapter, even page by page, the

list of suspects and their motivations grows and evolves, constantly shifting as McKell relentlessly cuts through webs

of deception and subterfuge. But the murder is only the opening move in a game that could alter the power structure

of hundreds of solar systems. Zahn always provides an entertaining ride through the galaxy, and readers will find

him very much in his element with this book. --J.B. Peck
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