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"The compelling story of the eighteenth-century English siblings William and Caroline Herschel, who, wielding the

largest telescopes of their day, transformed astronomy into a modern science." —Neil deGrasse Tyson

In 1781, William Herschel won international fame for discovering Uranus, the seventh planet from the sun. In

documenting a new planet—something no one had done since the dawn of civilization—he expanded our perception

that we are part of something much greater than the immediately visible solar system. But Herschel was just getting

started. Guiding readers through the depths of the solar system and into his subjects’ private lives, Michael D.

Lemonick uncovers the groundbreaking astronomical accomplishments of Herschel’s fruitful partnership with his

sister, Caroline, including the first comprehensive map of the night sky.
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