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Edward Gibbon’s masterpiece, which narrates the history of the Roman Empire from the second century A.D. to its

collapse in the west in the fifth century and in the east in the fifteenth century, is widely considered the greatest

work of history ever written. This abridgment retains the full scope of the original, but in a breadth comparable to a

novel. Casual readers now have access to the full sweep of Gibbon’s narrative, while instructors and students have a

volume that can be read in a single term. This unique edition emphasizes elements ignored in all other abridgments

—in particular the role of religion in the empire and the rise of Islam.
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British parliamentarian and soldier Edward Gibbon (1737-1794) conceived of his plan for Decline and Fall while

"musing amid the ruins of the Capitol" on a visit to Rome. For the next 10 years he worked away at his great history,

which traces the decadence of the late empire from the time of the Antonines and the rise of Western Christianity.

"The confusion of the times, and the scarcity of authentic memorials, pose equal difficulties to the historian, who

attempts to preserve a clear and unbroken thread of narration," he writes. Despite these obstacles, Decline and Fall
remains a model of historical exposition, and required reading for students of European history.
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