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Praised as “a perfect example of how exciting the subgenre can and should be,” George Alec Effinger’s Budayeen

Cycle is a towering and timeless science fiction achievement that continues to amaze, shock, and captivate readers

(SF Signal).

 

When Gravity Fails: Set in a high-tech near future featuring an ascendant Muslim world and divided Western

superpowers, this cult classic takes readers into a world with mind- or mood-altering drugs for any purpose, brains

enhanced by electronic hardware, and surgically altered bodies. Street hustler Marîd Audran has always prided

himself on his independence, free from commitments, connections, and even cybernetic modifications. But when a

string of brutal murders lands him on the radar of Friedlander Bey, the most powerful and dangerous man in the

decadent Arab ghetto, the Budayeen, Audran is forced to change his loner ways, or risk losing his life . . .

 

A Fire in the Sun: Once a small-time smuggler, Marîd Audran has, to his chagrin, moved up in the ranks of the

criminal underworld to become a lieutenant in Friedlander Bey’s shadowy empire. Tasked with being Bey’s eyes and

ears inside local law enforcement, Audran finds himself tracking yet another serial killer through the streets of the

Budayeen. And the closer he gets to his target, the more embroiled he becomes in the deadly political machinations

hidden behind the city’s façade.
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The Exile Kiss: Marîd Audran is finally learning to appreciate the wealth and benefits that come from being on

Friedlander Bey’s payroll when a powerful enemy does the unthinkable, and gets both Audran and Bey exiled from

the Budayeen. Abandoned in the lifeless and lethal Arabian Desert, Audran and Bey have only one option: survive

long enough to exact revenge on the man responsible.
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