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A revealing portrait of a once-in-a-generation athlete and global icon A revealing portrait of a once-in-a-generation athlete and global icon 

One of sport’s biggest superstars, Michael Jordan is more than an internationally renowned athlete. As illuminated

through David Halberstam’s trademark balance of impeccable research and fascinating storytelling, Jordan

symbolizes the apex of the National Basketball Association’s coming of age. Long before multimillion-dollar

signings and lucrative endorsements, NBA players worked in relative obscurity, with most games woefully

unattended and rarely broadcast on television. Then came Larry Bird and Magic Johnson, Jordan’s two great

predecessors, and the game’s status changed. The new era capitalized on Jordan’s talent, will power, and unrivaled

competiveness. In Playing for Keeps, Halberstam is at his investigative best, delving into Jordan’s expansive world of

teammates and coaches. The result is a gripping story of the athlete and media powerhouse who changed a game

forever.

 

This ebook features an extended biography of David Halberstam.

Amazon.com ReviewAmazon.com Review

One of the finest nonfiction writers in any lineup, Halberstam likes to alternate what he's deemed his serious work--

books like The Best and the Brightest, The Fifties, and The Children--with his sporting interludes, though in his

hands, sports are much, much more than fun and games. Books like The Breaks of the Game and October 1964 use

sports as a prism. Culture, race, society, and history are all filtered through it, and Halberstam refocuses--and
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interprets--what comes out the other side.

That he would now turn his considerable abilities to exploring Michael Jordan is not surprising. Halberstam loves

hoops, and Jordan not only defines the game, he defines an era. His fame crosses international borders as easily as he

dribbles past half-court lines. In focusing on Jordan--as athlete and force of nature--and his osmosis from a young

hoop dreamer to product pitchman to the world, Halberstam is really examining intangibles like myth and legend,

celebrity and fame, wealth and image, excellence and genius, race and style, the qualities of heroism and the pursuit

of perfection. "That there had been even one Michael Jordan seemed in retrospect something of a genetic fluke," he

writes, "and the idea that anyone would arrive in so short a span of time and do what he did both on and off the court

seemed highly unlikely." But the phenomenon that is Jordan did just that.

Understanding, even admiring, what he did, how he did it, and what it means in a basketball context and a larger one

is Halberstam's goal, and, despite Jordan's lack of cooperation--or maybe because of it--Halberstam's muscular prose

and thinking scores powerfully. Yet, there is a wistfulness, in the end, to Playing for Keeps; the game doesn't seem as

much fun and collegial as it used to for Halberstam, and Jordan, great as he may be, emerges with less of the historic

grace exhibited by Jackie Robinson, Ali, and Arthur Ashe than with a quality that Halberstam deems the athlete-

explorer "in terms of going beyond previously accepted limits of what was humanly possible, and somehow by dint

of physical excellence and unmatched willpower, pushing those limits forward that much more." Dazzling, certainly,

but not necessarily heroic. Playing for Keeps is also available on audiocassette. --Jeff Silverman
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