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Lauren Olamina was only eighteen when her family was killed, and anarchy encroached on her Southern California

home. She fled the war zone for the hope of quiet and safety in the north. There she founded Acorn, a peaceful

community based on a religion of her creation, called Earthseed, whose central tenet is that God is change. Five years

later, Lauren has married a doctor and given birth to a daughter. Acorn is beginning to thrive. But outside the

tranquil group’s walls, America is changing for the worse.

 

Presidential candidate Andrew Steele Jarret wins national fame by preaching a return to the values of the American

golden age. To his marauding followers, who are identified by their crosses and black robes, this is a call to arms to

end religious tolerance and racial equality—a brutal doctrine they enforce by machine gun. And as this band of

violent extremists sets its deadly sights on Earthseed, Acorn is plunged into a harrowing fight for its very survival.

 

Taking its place alongside Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale, Butler’s eerily prophetic novel offers a

terrifying vision of our potential future, but also one of hope.

 

This ebook features an illustrated biography of Octavia E. Butler including rare images from the author’s estate.
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Octavia Butler tackles the creation of a new religion, the making of a god, and the ultimate fate of humanity in her

Earthseed series, which began with Parable of the Sower, and now continues with Parable of the Talents. The saga

began with the near-future dystopian tale of Sower, in which young Lauren Olamina began to realize her destiny as a

leader of people dispossessed and destroyed by the crumbling of society. The basic principles of Lauren's faith,

Earthseed, were contained in a collection of deceptively simple proverbs that Lauren used to recruit followers. She

teaches that "God is change" and that humanity's ultimate destiny is among the stars.

In Parable of the Talents, the seeds of change that Lauren planted begin to bear fruit, but in unpredictable and brutal

ways. Her small community is destroyed, her child is kidnapped, and she is imprisoned by sadistic zealots. She must

find a way to escape and begin again, without family or friends. Her single-mindedness in teaching Earthseed may

be her only chance to survive, but paradoxically, may cause the ultimate estrangement of her beloved daughter.

Parable of the Talents is told from both mother's and daughter's perspectives, but it is the narrative of Lauren's

grown daughter, who has seen her mother made into a deity of sorts, that is the most compelling. Butler's writing is

simple and elegant, and her storytelling skills are superb, as usual. Fans will be eagerly awaiting the next installment

in what promises to be a moving and adventurous saga. --Therese Littleton
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