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perceptions, and the relationship between them (perceptions, and the relationship between them (Newark Star-LedgerNewark Star-Ledger).).

 

In Kant and the Platypus, the renowned semiotician, philosopher, and bestselling author of The Name of the Rose
and Foucault’s Pendulum explores the question of how much of our perception of things is based on cognitive

ability, and how much on linguistic resources.

 

In six remarkable essays, Umberto Eco explores in depth questions of reality, perception, and experience. Basing his

ideas on common sense, Eco shares a vast wealth of literary and historical knowledge, touching on issues that affect

us every day. At once philosophical and amusing, Kant and the Platypus is a tour of the world of our senses, told by a

master of knowing what is real and what is not.

 

“An erudite, detailed inquirity into the philosophy of mind . . . Here, Eco is continental philosopher, semiotician,

and cognitive scientist rolled all into one.” —Library Journal (starred review)

Amazon.com ReviewAmazon.com Review

Describing Umberto Eco as a writer is like describing the platypus as an animal. What do readers expect when they

see the author's name on a book jacket? It's a tricky question to answer, given his range and versatility: he has

produced studies of semiotics, children's books, medieval history, essays on contemporary culture, and, of course,
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novels--most notably The Name of the Rose and The Island of the Day Before. So first, a word of warning. Anyone

familiar with Eco the novelist or essayist might well be dismayed by Kant and the Platypus, for this new book returns

to his preoccupations of the 1960s and 1970s--to semiotics and cognitive semantics. As such, it can be a daunting

volume (the initial chapter, for example, riffs on the numerous philosophical concepts of being). And second, a word

of encouragement: this is a wonderful engagement with the issues of language itself. Even as he beckons the reader

into one linguistic thicket after another, Eco always keeps a commonsensical perspective, using stories to explicate

the knottiest concepts.

Why did Marco Polo describe the rhinoceros as a type of unicorn? Why couldn't 18th-century observers figure out

how to classify the duck-billed platypus? Given a dictionary or encyclopedia definition of a mouse, how easy would it

be to identify one if we had never seen one before? These are some of the examples that Eco uses to explore the ways

in which we see and describe the world--the ways, that is, in which cultures develop taxonomies. If you want to know

"why we can tell an elephant from an armadillo," or why mirrors do not in fact reverse images, this book will tell you.

In fact, it will also tell you why you know what I am talking about when I say "this book." Got it? No? Then get it. --
Burhan Tufail
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