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The classic bestselling resource for every American home. Choosing fabrics, cleaning china, keeping the piano in

tune, making a good fire, folding a fitted sheet, setting the dining room table, keeping surfaces free of food

pathogens, watering plants, removing stains -- Home Comforts addresses the meanings as well as the methods of

hands -- on housekeeping to help you manage everyday chores, find creative solutions to modern domestic

dilemmas, and enhance the experience of life at home. 

Further topics include: Making up a bed with hospital corners, Expert recommendations for safe food storage,

Reading care labels (and sometimes carefully disregarding them), Keeping your home free of dust mites and other

allergens, Home safety and security, A summary of laws applicable to the home, including privacy, accident liability,

contracts, and domestic employees and more in this practical, good-humored, historic, philosophical, even

romantic, guidebook to the art of household management.

Amazon.com ReviewAmazon.com Review

Virtually everyone enjoys a crisply ironed dress shirt, clean sheets on a well-made bed, and a savory home-cooked

meal. Yet housekeeping today stands as a somewhat neglected, if not maligned, job. But as author Cheryl Mendelson

points out in Home Comforts, keeping house well can be a rewarding position--it allows you to provide for the

physical and emotional comfort of loved ones. It's also not an easy job--there's much to be learned about properly

managing a home, and Mendelson has set out to provide a guide to doing just that.

Mendelson, a homemaker, lawyer, and mother, learned about housekeeping from an early age from her
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grandmothers, one Appalachian, the other Italian. The two grandmothers taught her that although different ways

of keeping house can be appropriate, there are generally smarter, faster, and more creative ways of housekeeping

that make it less of a chore and more of an art. In a practical, authoritative tone, Mendelson discusses the ins and

outs of homemaking, such as washing dishes, recommended cleaning methods for various surfaces, housekeeping

for those with pets or allergies, and emergency preparedness and safety procedures.

Mendelson's well-researched book includes meticulous sections on food (for example, which foods belong in the

fridge versus the pantry, food storage times, picking the freshest fruits and vegetables, and keeping your kitchen

and food sanitary) as well as laundry (caring for various fabrics, how to read--and read between the lines of--clothing

care labels, and removing stains). Mendelson covers a lot of ground, and as she herself points out, readers shouldn't

feel required to do everything mentioned in the book--simply pick the activities that seem appropriate for your

particular home. This is a comprehensive reference book that should serve homemakers well and induce a greater

appreciation for the effort and specialized knowledge that go into keeping house. --Kris Law
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