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"A memoir as finely crafted as one of Lithgow’s performances."

—Steve Martin

Emmy Award-winner John Lithgow presents a charming, witty, and revealing memoir about his family, his work, and his life in

Drama—an intimate story of insights and inspirational reflections from one of America’s most beloved actors. Lithgow pays tribute to

his father, his greatest influence, and relives his collaborations with renowned performers and directors including Mike Nichols, Bob

Fosse, Liv Ullmann, Meryl Streep, and Brian De Palma. A compelling reflection on the trials, triumphs, and changes across his long

career, Lithgow’s Drama illuminates the inner life of a celebrated talent, and points the way forward for anyone aspiring to greatness

in their own life.
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A Q&A with John Lithgow on A Q&A with John Lithgow on DramaDrama
QQ: Why did you call the book Drama?

LithgowLithgow: The book is full of drama, both onstage and off. I’m an actor. I’m in the drama business. So in plotting the book, I decided to

tell stories of my younger years and turn my own life into drama. What these stories have in common is that they were all formative

moments, leading me to become the actor that I am today. Hence the subtitle: an actor’s education.

QQ: Early in the book you write, “acting is nothing more than storytelling.” How do the two compare?

LithgowLithgow: An actor is a storyteller all right, but he only plays a part. He is a single character in a larger drama, like an essential cog in a

complex machine. A storyteller is in charge of the whole event – like a playwright. Where would an actor be without a play?

QQ: In Drama, you admit that in your youth, you “had no intention of being an actor.” All these years later, could you imagine any other

life?
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LithgowLithgow: No, I’ve long ago embraced my destiny as an actor. My great lost ambition was to be a painter, and I suppose I could have been

a good one. But early on, acting won out.

QQ: While it offers an inside glimpse of your life and career, Drama is also a tribute to your father. Tell us a little about the man readers

will meet in the pages of the memoir. What was the most important lesson you learned from him?

LithgowLithgow: My father was a pioneer in the American regional theater movement and remains one of the very few Americans to produce

every single one of Shakespeare’s plays. He was a delightful, creative, and complicated man. He headed up our family of six, and

because of his quixotic ventures, we led a gypsy-like existence while I was growing up, moving about ten times. What important

lessons did I learn from him? Far more than I can list here. You could fill a book with them. And I did.

QQ: What do you consider to be your biggest successes, both professionally and personally?

LithgowLithgow: My biggest professional success? That’s a hard one. I guess the simplest answer is achieving a career where I can move easily

between movies, television, and the stage, and from comedy to tragedy to horror. As for my biggest personal success, it’s my family

and sporadically achieving the elusive goal of a happy life.

QQ: Could you ever see yourself scaling back your stage and screen career and becoming a teacher like your father, inspiring a new

generation of aspiring actors?

LithgowLithgow: Not really. I remain too busy acting and too full of self-doubt to present myself as an expert on anything. If I aspire to

anything as a teacher, it would be to teach by example.

QQ: You have said that “it is far more interesting for a reader to read an actor’s backstage history of struggle, crisis, and discovery, out of

the public eye, than a conventional, self-congratulatory rehashing of his ‘big moments.’” what are the lessons inherent in that “history

of struggle, crisis, and discovery”?

LithgowLithgow: We actors (and anyone else for that matter) learn much more about ourselves from failure than from success. Indeed, success

in my business can be a source of egregious self-importance, self-delusion, and sometimes self-destructiveness. Succeed by all means,

but remember your failures.

QQ: What would you like readers to take away from reading Drama?

LithgowLithgow: I hope that readers will find my memoir to be surprising and entertaining, and find the people and events in my life as

fascinating as I find them. But I also hope that the book provokes some thought about this curious business I’m in. Why are actors

driven to act? Why does everyone want to gather round and watch? What is this strange transaction between the entertainer and the

entertained? And why can none of us do without it?
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Emmy Award-winner John Lithgow presents a charming, witty, and revealing memoir about his family, his work, and his life in

Drama—an intimate story of insights and inspirational reflections from one of America’s most beloved actors. Lithgow pays tribute to

his father, his greatest influence, and relives his collaborations with renowned performers and directors including Mike Nichols, Bob

Fosse, Liv Ullmann, Meryl Streep, and Brian De Palma. A compelling reflection on the trials, triumphs, and changes across his long

career, Lithgow’s Drama illuminates the inner life of a celebrated talent, and points the way forward for anyone aspiring to greatness

in their own life.
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