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"The war in Vietnam was not lost in the field, nor was it lost on the front pages of the New York Times or the college

campuses. It was lost in Washington, D.C."

—H. R. McMaster (from the Conclusion)

Dereliction Of Duty is a stunning analysis of how and why the United States became involved in an all-out and

disastrous war in Southeast Asia. Fully and convincingly researched, based on transcripts and personal accounts of

crucial meetings, confrontations and decisions, it is the only book that fully re-creates what happened and why.

McMaster pinpoints the policies and decisions that got the United States into the morass and reveals who made these

decisions and the motives behind them, disproving the published theories of other historians and excuses of the

participants.

A page-turning narrative, Dereliction Of Duty focuses on a fascinating cast of characters: President Lyndon

Johnson, Robert McNamara, General Maxwell Taylor, McGeorge Bundy and other top aides who deliberately

deceived the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the U.S. Congress and the American public.

McMaster’s only book, Dereliction of Duty is an explosive and authoritative new look at the controversy concerning

the United States involvement in Vietnam.
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For years the popular myth surrounding the Vietnam War was that the Joint Chiefs of Staff knew what it would take

to win but were consistently thwarted or ignored by the politicians in power. Now H. R. McMaster shatters this and

other misconceptions about the military and Vietnam in Dereliction of Duty. Himself a West Point graduate,

McMaster painstakingly waded through every memo and report concerning Vietnam from every meeting of the

Joint Chiefs of Staff to build a comprehensive picture of a house divided against itself: a president and his coterie of

advisors obsessed with keeping Vietnam from becoming a political issue versus the Joint Chiefs themselves, mired in

interservice rivalries and unable to reach any unified goals or conclusions about the country's conduct in the war.

McMaster stresses two elements in his discussion of America's failure in Vietnam: the hubris of Johnson and his

advisors and the weakness of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Dereliction of Duty provides both a thorough exploration of

the military's role in determining Vietnam policy and a telling portrait of the men most responsible.
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