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“Virus hunter” Christopher Dicken is a man on a mission, following a trail of rumors, government cover-ups, and
dead bodies around the globe in search of a mysterious disease that strikes only pregnant women and invariably
results in miscarriage. But when Dicken finds what he’s looking for, the answer proves to be stranger—and far
deadlier—than he ever could have imagined. Something that has slept in human DNA for millions of years is waking
up.
Molecular biologist Kaye Lang has spent her career tracing ancient retroviruses in the human genome. She believes
these microscopic fossils can come to life again. But when Dicken’s discovery becomes public, Lang’s theory
suddenly turns to chilling fact. As the outbreak of this terrifying disease threatens to become a deadly epidemic,
Dicken and Lang must race against time to assemble the pieces of a puzzle only they are equipped to solve—an
evolutionary puzzle that will determine the future of the human race . . . if a future exists at all.
Amazon.com Review
All the best thrillers contain the solution to a mystery, and the mystery in this intellectually sparkling scientific
thriller is more crucial and stranger than most. Why are people turning against their neighbors and their newborn
children? And what is causing an epidemic of still births? A disgraced paleontologist and a genetic engineer both
come across evidence of cover-ups in which the government is clearly up to no good. But no one knows what's really
going on, and the government is covering up because that is what, in thrillers as in life, governments do. And what
has any of this to do with the discovery of a Neanderthal family whose mummified faces show signs of a strange
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peeling?
Greg Bear has spent much of his recent career evoking awe in the deep reaches of space, but he made his name with
Blood Music, a novel of nanotechnology that crackled with intelligence. His new book is a workout for the mind and
a stunning read; human malignancy has its role in his thriller plot, but its real villain, as well as its last best hope, is
the endless ingenious cruelty of the natural world and evolution. --Roz Kaveney, Amazon.co.uk
Product Description
“Virus hunter” Christopher Dicken is a man on a mission, following a trail of rumors, government cover-ups, and
dead bodies around the globe in search of a mysterious disease that strikes only pregnant women and invariably
results in miscarriage. But when Dicken finds what he’s looking for, the answer proves to be stranger—and far
deadlier—than he ever could have imagined. Something that has slept in human DNA for millions of years is waking
up.
Molecular biologist Kaye Lang has spent her career tracing ancient retroviruses in the human genome. She believes
these microscopic fossils can come to life again. But when Dicken’s discovery becomes public, Lang’s theory
suddenly turns to chilling fact. As the outbreak of this terrifying disease threatens to become a deadly epidemic,
Dicken and Lang must race against time to assemble the pieces of a puzzle only they are equipped to solve—an
evolutionary puzzle that will determine the future of the human race . . . if a future exists at all.
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