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"An epic spanning thousands of years that's also a keep-you-up-all-night page turner." - Ann Patchett"An epic spanning thousands of years that's also a keep-you-up-all-night page turner." - Ann Patchett

In the house of Helios, god of the sun and mightiest of the Titans, a daughter is born. But Circe is a strange child--not

powerful, like her father, nor viciously alluring like her mother. Turning to the world of mortals for companionship,

she discovers that she does possess power--the power of witchcraft, which can transform rivals into monsters and

menace the gods themselves.

Threatened, Zeus banishes her to a deserted island, where she hones her occult craft, tames wild beasts and crosses

paths with many of the most famous figures in all of mythology, including the Minotaur, Daedalus and his doomed

son Icarus, the murderous Medea, and, of course, wily Odysseus.

But there is danger, too, for a woman who stands alone, and Circe unwittingly draws the wrath of both men and

gods, ultimately finding herself pitted against one of the most terrifying and vengeful of the Olympians. To protect

what she loves most, Circe must summon all her strength and choose, once and for all, whether she belongs with the

gods she is born from, or the mortals she has come to love.
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With unforgettably vivid characters, mesmerizing language and page-turning suspense, Circe is a triumph of

storytelling, an intoxicating epic of family rivalry, palace intrigue, love and loss, as well as a celebration of

indomitable female strength in a man's world.
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An Amazon Best Book of April 2018:An Amazon Best Book of April 2018: Though revisiting classical myths, Madeline Miller’s bold, poetic new novel,

told in the voice of Circe (Odysseus’s lover, famous for turning his sailors into swine), is very much on-trend, with an

immortal protagonist and a feminist slant that will make #MeToo-ers cheer. Miller reimagines the story of Circe,

“daughter of the sun,” and reinvents her, changing Homer’s ruthless seductress into a woman with a restricted set of

godly powers, a keen intelligence, and most important, empathy for humans – a sentiment not shared by her godly

relatives. When Circe’s father banishes her to the island of Aiaia, her isolation from her scornful family comes as a

gift, and her solitude grants her time to learn the art of witchcraft – the only work she has ever undertaken. “For a

hundred generations, I had walked the world, drowsy and dull, idle and at my ease,” she says. “Then I learned that I

could bend the world to my will, as a bow is bent for an arrow. I would have done that toil a thousand times to keep

such power in my hands.” She summons her skills when a boatload of would-be rapists lands on her shores, but shows

Odysseus mercy, and their encounter changes her forever. Back in 2012, Miller’s novel The Song of Achilles earned

the Orange Prize for Fiction. For her many admirers, Circe is certainly worth the wait. —Sarah Harrison Smith,
Amazon Book Review
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