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Brave New World is a novel written in 1931 by Aldous Huxley and published in 1932. Set in London in the year AD

2540 (632 A.F.—"After Ford"—in the book), the novel anticipates developments in reproductive technology, sleep-

learning, psychological manipulation, and classical conditioning that combine profoundly to change society.

Huxley answered this book with a reassessment in an essay, Brave New World Revisited (1958), and with Island

(1962), his final novel. In 1999, the Modern Library ranked Brave New World fifth on its list of the 100 best English-

language novels of the 20th century. In 2003, Robert McCrum writing for The Observer included Brave New World

chronologically at number 53 in "the top 100 greatest novels of all time", and the novel was listed at number 87 on

the BBC's survey The Big Read. What if the future was a tyranny, but one cleverly person intended to keep the mass

of society unaware of this? The people would be provided with several distractions, daily life would be ruled by sex

and drugs, and pervasive mass media would suppress the possibility of any original thought: in such a society the

ruling elite would not need to fear any kind of rebellion. If you think that Huxley's vision seems to be the way things

are in fact turning out, you're not the only one!
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"Community, Identity, Stability" is the motto of Aldous Huxley's utopian World State. Here everyone consumes

daily grams of soma, to fight depression, babies are born in laboratories, and the most popular form of

entertainment is a "Feelie," a movie that stimulates the senses of sight, hearing, and touch. Though there is no

violence and everyone is provided for, Bernard Marx feels something is missing and senses his relationship with a

young women has the potential to be much more than the confines of their existence allow. Huxley foreshadowed
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many of the practices and gadgets we take for granted today--let's hope the sterility and absence of individuality he

predicted aren't yet to come.
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