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Alice Hoffman, the bestselling author of Alice Hoffman, the bestselling author of The Rules of MagicThe Rules of Magic, asks how we can find the courage to face the, asks how we can find the courage to face the

unthinkable in this compelling unthinkable in this compelling New York TimesNew York Times Notable Book. Notable Book.

When Ethan Ford fails to show up for work on a brilliant summer morning, none of his neighbors would guess that

for more than thirteen years, he has been running from his past. His true nature has been locked away, as hidden as

his real identity. But sometimes locks spring open, and the devastating truths of Ethan Ford's history shatter the

small-town peace of Monroe, affecting family and friends alike.

Now, the police are at the door. Ethan Ford's life as an irreproachable family man and heroic volunteer fireman has

come to an end—and Jorie Ford's life is coming apart. Some of the residents of Monroe are rallying behind Ethan. But

others, including his wife and son, and wondering what remains true when so much is shown to be false—and how

capable we really are of change.
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