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I was the youngest of three daughters. Our literal-minded mother named us Grace, Hope, and Honour. . . . My father
still likes to tell the story of how I acquired my odd nickname: I had come to him for further information when I first
discovered that our names meant something besides you-come-here. He succeeded in explaining grace and hope, but
he had some difficulty trying to make the concept of honour understandable to a five-year-old. . . . I said: ‘Huh! I’d
rather be Beauty.’ . . . 

By the time it was evident that I was going to let the family down by being plain, I’d been called Beauty for over six
years. . . . I wasn’t really very fond of my given name, Honour, either . . . as if ‘honourable’ were the best that could be
said of me. 

The sisters’ wealthy father loses all his money when his merchant fleet is drowned in a storm, and the family moves

to a village far away. Then the old merchant hears what proves to be a false report that one of his ships had made it

safe to harbor at last, and on his sad, disappointed way home again he becomes lost deep in the forest and has a

terrifying encounter with a fierce Beast, who walks like a man and lives in a castle. The merchant’s life is forfeit, says

the Beast, for trespass and the theft of a rose—but he will spare the old man’s life if he sends one of his daughters:

“Your daughter would take no harm from me, nor from anything that lives in my lands.” When Beauty hears this

story—for her father had picked the rose to bring to her—her sense of honor demands that she take up the Beast’s

offer, for “cannot a Beast be tamed?”
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This much-loved retelling of the classic French tale Beauty and the Beast elicits the familiar magical charm, but is

more believable and complex than the traditional story. In this version, Beauty is not as beautiful as her older sisters,

who are both lovely and kind. Here, in fact, Beauty has no confidence in her appearance but takes pride in her own

intelligence, her love of learning and books, and her talent in riding. She is the most competent of the three sisters,

which proves essential when they are forced to retire to the country because of their father's financial ruin.

The plot follows that of the renowned legend: Beauty selflessly agrees to inhabit the Beast's castle to spare her

father's life. Beauty's gradual acceptance of the Beast and the couple's deepening trust and affection are amplified in

novel form. Robin McKinley's writing has the flavor of another century, and Beauty heightens the authenticity as a

reliable and competent narrator.

This was McKinley's first book, written almost 20 years ago. Since that time she has been awarded the Newbery

Medal for The Hero and the Crown and has delighted her fans with another retelling of the Beauty and the Beast
fable, Rose Daughter. Still, McKinley's first novel has a special place in the hearts of her devoted readers, many of

whom attest to relishing Beauty time and again. (Ages 11 to Adult)
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