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The full inside story of the breathtaking rise and shocking collapse of Theranos, the multibillion-dollar biotechThe full inside story of the breathtaking rise and shocking collapse of Theranos, the multibillion-dollar biotech

startup, by the prize-winning journalist who first broke the story and pursued it to the end, despite pressure from itsstartup, by the prize-winning journalist who first broke the story and pursued it to the end, despite pressure from its

charismatic CEO and threats by her lawyers.charismatic CEO and threats by her lawyers.

In 2014, Theranos founder and CEO Elizabeth Holmes was widely seen as the female Steve Jobs: a brilliant Stanford

dropout whose startup "unicorn" promised to revolutionize the medical industry with a machine that would make

blood testing significantly faster and easier. Backed by investors such as Larry Ellison and Tim Draper, Theranos

sold shares in a fundraising round that valued the company at more than $9 billion, putting Holmes's worth at an

estimated $4.7 billion. There was just one problem: The technology didn't work.

A riveting story of the biggest corporate fraud since Enron, a tale of ambition and hubris set amid the bold promises

of Silicon Valley.
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An Amazon Best Book of May 2018:An Amazon Best Book of May 2018: In Bad Blood, the Wall Street Journal’s John Carreyrou takes us through the

step-by-step history of Theranos, a Silicon Valley startup that became almost mythical, in no small part due to its

young, charismatic founder Elizabeth Holmes. In fact, Theranos was mythical for a different reason, because the

technological promise it was founded upon—that vital health information could be gleaned from a small drop of

blood using handheld devices—was a lie. Carreyrou tracks the experiences of former employees to craft the

fascinating story of a company run under a strict code of secrecy, a place where leadership was constantly throwing

up smoke screens and making promises that it could not keep. Meanwhile, investors kept pouring in money, turning

Elizabeth Holmes into a temporary billionaire. As companies like Walgreens and Safeway strike deals with

Theranos, and as even the army tries to get in on the Theranos promise (there’s a brief cameo by James “Mad Dog”

Mattis), the plot thickens and the proverbial noose grows tighter. Although I knew how the story ended, I found

myself reading this book compulsively. – Chris Schluep
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