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Patricia Bosworth’s striking and compelling memoir of power, politics, and family through one of the most defining
eras in American history
The FBI kept a secret dossier on him. He was a confidante to stars; adviser to politicians; and lawyer to the likes of
William Randolph Hearst, Rita Hayworth, and the blacklisted Hollywood Ten, whom he defended during the House
Un-American Activities Committee trials of 1947. Bartley C. Crum was also Patricia Bosworth’s father—a frequently
absent, unrelentingly principled, and stubbornly self-destructive one. Anything Your Little Heart Desires is
Bosworth’s memoir of life with him, and of the momentous events that shaped his lifetime, from the New Deal to
the Cold War and the anti-Communist fervor that jolted American life.
Using interviews, journals, letters, and her father’s own files, Bosworth delivers a profoundly personal portrait of
the father she never fully knew, and the political forces that shaped a nation.

Amazon.com Review
The author profiles her relatives with the same sensitivity she brought to biographies of Montgomery Clift and
Diane Arbus. She pays tribute to the liberal idealism that led her father, Bartley C. Crum, to defend unpopular leftists
at home and Jewish refugees desperate to get into Palestine abroad, even as she depicts his lengthy absences and
financial carelessness wreaking havoc on his wife and children. Patricia Bosworth's portraits of her unhappy,
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adulterous mother and withdrawn, suicidal brother are equally nuanced. The subtitle says it all: "An American
Family Story."
Product Description
Patricia Bosworth’s striking and compelling memoir of power, politics, and family through one of the most defining
eras in American history
The FBI kept a secret dossier on him. He was a confidante to stars; adviser to politicians; and lawyer to the likes of
William Randolph Hearst, Rita Hayworth, and the blacklisted Hollywood Ten, whom he defended during the House
Un-American Activities Committee trials of 1947. Bartley C. Crum was also Patricia Bosworth’s father—a frequently
absent, unrelentingly principled, and stubbornly self-destructive one. Anything Your Little Heart Desires is
Bosworth’s memoir of life with him, and of the momentous events that shaped his lifetime, from the New Deal to
the Cold War and the anti-Communist fervor that jolted American life.
Using interviews, journals, letters, and her father’s own files, Bosworth delivers a profoundly personal portrait of
the father she never fully knew, and the political forces that shaped a nation.
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