
PDF | After Long Silence: A MemoirPDF | After Long Silence: A Memoir

by Helen Fremontby Helen Fremont

—  1  —



Try Audible and Get Two Free Audiobooks

"To this day, I don't even know what my mother's real name is."

Helen Fremont was raised as a Roman Catholic. It wasn't until she was an adult, practicing law in Boston, that she

discovered her parents were Jewish--Holocaust survivors living invented lives. Not even their names were their own.

In this powerful memoir, Helen Fremont delves into the secrets that held her family in a bond of silence for more

than four decades, recounting with heartbreaking clarity a remarkable tale of survival, as vivid as fiction but with

the resonance of truth.

Driven to uncover their roots, Fremont and her sister pieced together an astonishing story: of Siberian Gulags and

Italian royalty, of concentration camps and buried lives. After Long SilenceAfter Long Silence is about the devastating price of hiding

the truth; about families; about the steps we take, foolish or wise, to protect ourselves and our loved ones. No one

who reads this book can be unmoved, or fail to understand the seductive, damaging power of secrets.

What Fremont and her sister discover is an astonishing story: one of Siberian gulags and Italian royalty, of

concentration camps and buried lives. AFTER LONG SILENCE is about the devastating price of hiding the truth;

about families; about the steps we take, foolish or wise, to protect ourselves and our loved ones. No one who reads

this book can be unmoved, or fail to understand the seductive, damaging power of secrets. -->
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From the Trade Paperback edition.
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In her mid-30s Helen Fremont discovered that, although she had been raised in the Midwest as a Catholic, she was in

fact the daughter of Polish Jews whose families had been exterminated in the Holocaust. Fremont's tender but

unsparing memoir chronicles the voyage of discovery she took with her older sister, ferreting out information from

Jewish organizations and individuals and worrying about its impact on their angry, overpowering father and

reticent, nightmare-plagued mother. Fremont has the courage to paint a nearly unsympathetic portrait of her

parents' secretiveness and initial reluctance to have their children dredge up the past; as the narrative unfolds,

readers comprehend the tormented roots of their behavior without forgetting the psychological problems it created

for their daughters. Fremont's re-creation of her parents' ghastly ordeals--her mother narrowly escaping the murder

of nearly every Jew in her hometown; her father surviving six years in the Soviet gulag--is a triumph of dogged

research and sympathetic imagination. Her book tells a deeply American story of identity lost and reclaimed,

complete with Fremont coming out to her parents as a lesbian, yet it also achieves understanding of the dark

European past and its icy grip on her family. --Wendy Smith
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